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Our goal is to write, easily, 7 paragraph essays. 
 

Step 1 – Reading the question 
 

You need to make sure you are answering the question. Use the three T’s: Topic, Task and 

Thesis. 
 
Topic- underline or highlight the “guts” of the question; the subject matter 
Task – circle or underline the „task‟ words. These are the words that tell what you have to do. 
Thesis – the topic + your opinion 
 
In HSC English essays you are usually presented with a thesis that you have to agree or disagree 
with. This thesis is a quote or statement that begins the question. 
 
Look at the example below (from a recent Trial AOS paper) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice using the three T’s – use it for every question in the exam, do it over and over 

again until it is automatic.  Use the three T’s to analyse the question in the box. You 

can find my suggested analysis at the end of this document. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Belonging makes it easier to live in an 

alienating world.” 

 

To what extent is this claim supported in the 

texts you have studied? In your answer, refer to 

your prescribed text and ONE other text. 
 

Thesis 

Tells you to 

agree or 

disagree with 

the thesis. 

Task  Topic 

Belonging can involve the making of difficult choices. 

 

How far has your study of belonging demonstrated this 

idea? 

 

In your response refer to your prescribed text (The Joy 
Luck Club or The Simple Gift) and ONE other related 

text of your own choosing. 
 



 

TASK words used in HSC questions. 

 

In English the TASK words most often used are: 

 

Discuss - Identify issues and provide points for and/or against; Investigate and examine by 

careful argument. 

Analyse - Identify components and the relationship between them; draw out and relate 

implications 

How – same as analyse 

Explore - To examine closely and experiment with texts. 

Compare - Show how things are similar or different 

Evaluate - Make a judgement based on criteria; determine the value of 

Demonstrate - Show by example 

In the light of your study of – based on your understanding of 

To what extent - This implies there is no definite answer to the question posed. Present 

both sides of the argument and exercise judgement by stressing the strength of some 

arguments over others. Similar to „Do you agree” 

How far – means the same as „to what extent‟ 

In your view – in your opinion, you point of view, your perspective. What do you think? 

Is this your view? – is this your opinion? Do you agree with this statement? 

 

Technical words related to the study of English 

 

your response - encompasses the personal and intellectual connections a student makes with 

texts. 

your own interpretation - Explanation of meaning within the context of one‟s own 

understanding. 

perspectives  A way of regarding situations, facts and texts and evaluating their relative 

significance. 

ways of thinking – same as perspectives 

values – (noun) A quality desirable as a means or an end in itself. 



textual form – the particular structure, patterns and conventions of texts (related to 

audience and purpose (eg letter, recipe, tragedy, poem, sonnet) 

represent and representation - The ways ideas are portrayed through texts. 

context - The range of personal, social, historical, cultural and workplace conditions in which 

a text is responded to and composed. 

techniques (dramatic, narrative, cinematic, poetic, rhetorical, autobiographical etc) – 

methods and language devices, working with form and structure, used by the composer to 

make meaning 

 
 
Did you three T‟s analysis look like this? 

Belonging can involve the making of difficult choices. 

 

How far has your study of belonging demonstrated this 

idea? 

 

In your response refer to your prescribed text (The Joy 
Luck Club or The Simple Gift) and ONE other related 

text of your own choosing. 
 

Thesis
! 

Task 

Topic 


